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Today’s Webinar

• Overview	of	the	Summit	and	its	overarching	themes
• Tips	for	creating	a	competitive	proposal/abstract
• Guidance	on	the	submission	process	and	key	deadlines
• Questions	at	the	end	– please	send	questions	in	the	
chat	box!	
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Overview

What:	2020	International	Social	and	Behavior	
Change	Communication	(SBCC)	Summit	–
“Strength	in	Diversity”

When: March	30	– April	3,	2020

Where: Marrakech,	Morocco



2016 Inaugural SBCC Summit
“	Never	before	has	our	community	come	
together	in	such	numbers,	with	the	
purpose	of	talking	about	what	we	do	and	
how	we	do	it.	…	This	is	an	opportunity.	It’s	
the	first	of	its	kind.	We	want,	as	a	
community,	to	gel	our	thinking.	To	think	
together	about	how	we	collectively	move	
forward.”	

- Susan	Krenn,	Executive	Director	
Johns	Hopkins	Center	for	Communication	Programs



2018 SBCC Summit – Featuring 
Entertainment Education

“As	an	artist,	I	left	this	gathering	nourished,	
challenged	and	inspired.	Thank	you	SBCC	
team	for	the	magnificent	opportunity	to	
share	this	experience	with	so	many	dedicated	
and	inspiring	people.	I	am	confident	that	our	
community	will	continue	to	grow	into	how	we	
connect	and	communicate	with	each	other	in	
a	sustainable	and	consistent	way.”	

— Naddya Adhiambo Oluoch-Olunya,	Kenya



2020 SBCC Summit Goals
“Together,	we	can	unleash	the	
transformational	power	of	Social	
and	Behavior	Change	
Communication	(SBCC)	to	
address	the	challenges	facing	the	
global	community	today.”

https://sbccsummit.org



Conference Themes

1) Catalyzing	Transformational	Change	on	
Agendas	of	Urgency

2) Future	Forward

3) Connecting	the	Dots



Anatomy of an Abstract/Proposal 
(and Tips!)

Lindsey	Leslie
Program	Officer

Johns	Hopkins	Center	for	Communication	Programs



What is an Abstract?

For	our	purposes,	session	
“abstract”	and	session	“proposal”	
can	be	used	interchangeably.

• A	concise,	powerful	summary	
• A	fully	self-contained	description	
of	the	program	or	research
• A	sales	pitch	

For	more	details,	visit:	https://sbccsummit.org/en/74-abstracts



Anatomy of a Abstract/Proposal

For	more	details,	visit:	https://sbccsummit.org/en/74-abstracts

• IntroàWHAT	IS	IT	ABOUT?

•Methods	àWHAT	DID	YOU	DO?	HOW	

DID	YOU	DO	IT?

• Results	àWHAT	DID	YOU	LEARN?

• Discussion	and	Conclusion	àWHAT	DOES	

IT	MEAN	AND	WHY	IS	IT	IMPORTANT?



Session Formats

• Oral/Poster	Presentations

• Pre-Formed	Panel

For	more	details,	visit:	https://sbccsummit.org/en/74-abstracts



Session Formats

• Comm	Talks	(Similar	to	TED	
talk-style)

• Skills	Building	Workshops

For	more	details,	visit:	https://sbccsummit.org/en/74-abstracts



Session Formats

•Multimedia	Showcase

• Blue	Sky	Session

For	more	details,	visit:	https://sbccsummit.org/en/74-abstracts



Important Considerations

•Why	is	this	work	important?	
•What	is	the	purpose/objective	of	the	program/	
research?
•What	were	the	components	of	the	intervention/study?	
•What	are	the	results?	
• How	does	the	work	relate	to	the	conference	themes?

For	more	details,	visit:	https://sbccsummit.org/en/74-abstracts



General Criteria for Review
• Alignment	with	conference	themes	

• Relevance	to	SBCC	programs	and	importance	to	the	field

• Clarity	of	content
• Soundness	of	the	conclusions	or	perspectives	offered
• Ability	of	the	proposal	to	result	in	new	insights,	perspectives	and/or	partnerships	
for	the	SBCC	field.

• Potential	for	audience	experience/knowledge	sharing,	skills	building,	
discussion/debate

• Appropriateness	of	the	proposed	format	for	the	proposed	content

• Level	of	facilitation	required	to	make	the	proposal	successful

For	more	details,	visit:	https://sbccsummit.org/en/74-abstracts



Conference Themes

1) Catalyzing	Transformational	Change	on	
Agendas	of	Urgency

2) Future	Forward

3) Connecting	the	Dots



Format-Specific Structure
Oral/Poster	
Presentation

Pre-Formed	
Panel	

Skills	Building	
Workshop

Multimedia	
Showcase

Comm	Talk Blue	Sky	
Session

Title Title Title Title Title Title

Summary Summary Summary Summary Summary Summary

Background Panel	
Objectives

Learning	
Objectives

Background Background

Description	of	
Intervention	or	
Methods

Panel	Structure Description	of	
Activity	and	
Approach

Description,	
Duration,	
Online	Link

Description	of	
the	Big	Idea	
and	Importance

Description	of	
the	Emerging	
Topic

Results Results	(from	
each	panelist)

Results Structure	of	the	
Talk

Description	of	
Speakers

Discussion Panel	
Implications

Discussion Discussion Discussion Discussion/	
Justification

Authors List	of	Panelists	
&	Contributions

Authors Authors Authors Participants



Important!

Each	session	format	also	has	a	set	of	specific	criteria.	
• Not	reviewed	in	detail	today
• Check	specifics	in	the	Proposal/	Abstract	Submission	Guidelines
• Open	up	a	sample	in	the	submission	portal	– word	counts	are	
specified.	Get	familiar	with	what	is	expected	*before*	you	sit	
down	to	submit.

For	more	details,	visit:	https://sbccsummit.org/en/74-abstracts

Read the 
Submission 
Guidelines!  



Tips for a Competitive Abstract

• Tip	#1:	Start	early. Give	yourself	time	for	several	rounds	of	revision.

• Tip	#2: Read	the	“Proposal/Abstract	Submission	Guidelines”	
thoroughly	as	criteria	varies	by	session	type.	Highlight	it,	memorize	
it,	and	follow	it!

• Tip	#3:	Be	sure	you	are	clear	on	requirements.	If	necessary,	send	
your	questions	to	summit	organizers.	info@sbccsummit.org

• Tip	#4: Consider	who	you	are	presenting	to:	Implementers?	
Researchers?	Funders?	Experts	in	the	field,	non-specialists	or	both?	
What	do	they	want	to	know?



Tips for a Competitive Abstract

• Tip	#5:	Follow	the	ABCs	of	a	great	abstract:
• Accuracy:	Include	accurate	information
• Brevity: Get	straight	to	the	point
• Clarity:	Use	simple	language

• Tip	#6:	 Be	bold	and	compelling	
• Analyze	both	successes	and	failures
• Present	next	steps	for	your	work
• Discuss	the	implications	of	your	work	for	the	field



Tips for a Competitive Abstract/Proposal

• Tip	#7:	Be	as	specific	as	you	can.	The	abstract	should	not	be	abstract.	
• Tip	#8:	Take	advantage	of	allotted	space	to	give	more	evidence,	
more	examples	that	can	strengthen	your submission.
• Tip	#9:	Check	your	grammar:	
• Use	active	verbs
• Reduce	abbreviations	(e.g.	univ.,	weds.)
• Clarify	acronyms
• Avoid	using	first	person	pronouns	(e.g I,	me,	our)
• Tip	#10:	Review.	Refine.	Reread.	It	is	your	responsibility	as		the	
author	to	submit	a	correct	abstract.	Ask	a	colleague	or	friend	to	
review	and	edit	your	abstract.



Your Checklist:
• Review	conference	theme(s)
• Transformational	Change
• Future	Forward
• Connecting	the	Dots

• Ensure	your	central	message	fits	within	one	of	the	Summit	
themes
• Select	the	appropriate	session	format

• You	will	need	to	indicate	whether	this	work	is	research	or	program	or	both.		

• Develop	a	strong	abstract
• Submit	your	abstract	by	Thursday,	Oct	31

For	more	details,	visit:	sbccsummit.org/abstract-submission/



Submission Process 
and Deadlines

Leanne	Wolff
Senior	Program	Officer

Johns	Hopkins	Center	for	Communication	Programs





















When you are ready…









Your	Name	Here



Your	Name	Here





Submission Process Details
• Create	your	abstract	ahead	of	time	(using	earlier	tips!).
• Use	the	criteria	and	guidelines	the	site	provides.	These	will	

vary	slightly	depending	on	the	format	you	choose	but	the	
details	are	in	the	guideline	document.	

• Save	your	work	as	you	go.
• Abstracts	will	be	reviewed	on	a	rolling	basis.		
• Once	you	have	submitted	your	proposal/abstract,	you	will	

receive	an	email	confirming	receipt.	



Accepted Languages:
Submissions	must	be	in	English,	Spanish	or	French.

Submission	software	cannot	accommodate	Arabic.	Please	email	
info@sbccsummit.org if	you	need	support	for	a	submission	in	Arabic.	

Submissions	will	be	acknowledged	on	receipt.



Deadline	for	Abstract	Submission:
Thursday, October 31, 11:59 PM, EDT

Anticipated	Notification	of	Decisions:
Friday, January 10, 2020



Interested in Reviewing Abstracts?
• Seeking	additional	reviewers	for	abstracts	– a	great	way	
to	learn	about	the	field!
• Review	period	is	October	– December	2019
• Guidance	will	be	provided	about	how	to	review	
abstracts

Please	use	this	link	to	submit	your	information:
https://sbccsummit.org/en/87-registration/reviewer-
registration



Questions?
Please	reach	out	to	Summit	organizers	via		
info@sbccsummit.org

You	can	also	learn	more	and	help	spread	the	word	via	
Springboard!
Springboardforsbc.org



Key Links:
• To	Register:	https://sbccsummit.org/en/87-registration
• Proposals/Abstracts	Page:	
https://sbccsummit.org/en/74-abstracts

• A	few	Comm	Talk	examples	from	2018
• https://public.3.basecamp.com/p/aZGJK9hrvax9jRhL1Z9EsudF
• https://public.3.basecamp.com/p/L7NgWBSZuR2JbpuUXoSoT7z1
• https://public.3.basecamp.com/p/Nd8z43AH8ZeCq6WoBacPj7ti



Thank You & Good Luck!
Special	thanks	to	all	the	Steering	Committee	members:
Johns	Hopkins	Center	for	Communication	Programs

Susan	Krenn

Jane	Brown
Leanne	Wolff

UNICEF,	Communication	for	Development	
Charlotte	Lapsansky
Rafael	Obregon

Soul	City	Institute	for	Social	Justice

Susan	Goldstein

Social	Change	Factory

Sobel	Aziz	Ngom

American	University	of	Beruit,	Center	for	Health	Practice

Joumana Kalot,	
Martine	Najem Ktelly,

Puntos	de	Encuentro

Amy	Bank	
Fernando	Carache

Digital	Green

Ritika	Pandey
Namita	Singh


